Promoter Comments on Bernie Pearl Performances

“The best quality of all though, is his profound experience and expertise in executing his chops, setting him apart from all the pretenders and wannabes…”

To Festival Directors and Talent Buyers:

Bernie Pearl performed at the 2011 Snowy Range Music Festival. It was like having a musical handyman around the arena. He conducted a guitar clinic, backed up an old Blues Lady on her set, played two sets of his own, then played behind some professional blues dancers I hired to show everyone how it’s done. Throughout his busy three days, he constantly displayed his gracious smile, shook hands, signed autographs, made friends, supported  the music of other musicians, and made the festival his home. In addition Bernie was easy to work with, unlike so many with their big contract riders and even larger egos. He supported the festival in his newsletters and kept in close communication and was accommodating in every way. The best quality of all though, is his profound experience and expertise in executing his chops, setting him apart from all the pretenders and wannabes whose contrivances cheapen the blues genre.
Carl Gustafson, Director Snowy Range Music Festival, Laramie, Wyoming, 2011

Tall City Blues Festival 2011 producer Lisa J. Grissom:

“Bernie was a crowd favorite both as a performer on our Main Stage and as a workshop presenter (the attendees were hanging on his every word). Bernie Pearl was most definitely an asset to our Festival! He is highly skilled in both his musical and performer chops, not to mention just an all-around warm, down-to-earth guy." 

"We found Bernie, and his bassist Mike Barry, a real delight to work with.  They were so appreciative and grateful considering that we were launching a 1st year Festival and had the inherent snags that come with that territory.  In my observation, it was very apparent they had completely vested themselves whole-heartedly in our Festival and were 'present' with us the entire weekend.  All the way around, Bernie was a crowd favorite both as a performer on our Main Stage (he opened the Festival on Friday afternoon) and as a workshop presenter teaching acoustic jam essentials and basic slide (the attendees were hanging on his every word).  Bernie Pearl was most definitely an asset to our Festival! We would not hesitate to work with him again and would highly recommend him and Mike as a consideration for any festival.  He is highly skilled in both his musical and performer chops, not to mention just an all-around warm, down-to-earth guy." 

Lisa J. Grissom, Producer Tall City Blues Fest

Midland, Texas , 2011

B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center Concert 10/14/10

“Your music and your presence are magical…”

Dear Bernie,

I cannot tell you enough how honored we were to have you and Mike Barry visit Indianola and the B.B. King Museum. The evening performance was amazing and your school visit to Rosser Elementary in Moorehead, MS was truly inspiring. 

Our young people in the Delta aren’t exposed to the arts nearly enough, so for you to bring that experience to them was such a gift. I know you were touched by the visit and I know they were equally moved. We have seen some of the children since and they are still singing, “I work on Monday, I work on Tuesday, I work every day…” You should be very proud.

Please keep us in mind as you begin to schedule your tour next year. We would so love for you visit our local schools again, perhaps a few, if possible. The B.B. King Museum would be very interested in scheduling a guitar workshop with some of our aspiring musicians while you are here as well.

We look forward to working with you again in the near future. Thanks from the bottom of our hearts. Your music and your presence are magical… 

Fondly,

Erin Mulligan 

VIP Coordinator

B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center

662-887-9539 ext 228

emulligan@bbkingmuseum.org
 “ Bernie Pearl is one of the great Ambassadors of Blues Music and history.” 

As producer and artist, every note that arises from Bernie’s careful hands is filled with the mystique, energy, and soulfulness of the blues. His appearance at the 2009 T-Bone Walker Blues Festival at Music City Texas Theater in T-Bone’s hometown of Linden, Texas, was a highlight of the event.

In addition to being a superb craftsman and inspired guitarist, Bernie Pearl is also a living touchstone to Blues roots and traditions.  He has known and played with more legendary blues artists than perhaps anyone standing today.  He knows the music, he knows the people deeply, and he knows the entire world of Blues from its inception to what’s happening right this minute.  Through his radio shows, his appearances with his band or solo, and producing, Bernie Pearl is one of the great Ambassadors of Blues Music and history. 

Russ Wright, Producer The T-Bone Walker Blues Fest, Linden, Texas, 2009
Deep Blue Innovators Festival, Monmouth, IL 10/24/09
“Bernie Pearl and Mike Barry delivered a show that lived up to everything I was hoping for... authentic, timeless and flavored with both the echoes of the past and the sounds of today.
Bernie Pearl was a professional in every sense of the word, and he helped our festival become more than a concert... it was an experience. Bernie's work to help promote the show, jam in a local pub the night before to raise awareness and deliver an amazing workshop in addition to their set helped make our festival a huge success.

After I head Bernie play "Shining Moon," I said that I'd sell my soul to play like that. At the pre-festival workshop, Bernie let me keep my soul but gave all who attended the "keys to the kingdom" with his guidance and advice. His stories of the blues greats, intermingled with solid lessons on technique, blended together to create an unforgettable workshop experience.”

Paul Scheytema, Producer 

Long Beach Blues Festival 9/5/09
“We will gladly have Bernie back on

 the festival bill in the future.”
“Bernie Pearl has not only been a staple of the Southern California Blues scene for decades but is also an authentic musician who has developed and defined his style by playing and learning from many a blues legend.   This is why we were happy to have Bernie be a part of this year’s Long Beach Blues Festival. His set was a true stand out in this year’s line-up as he played a traditional acoustic duo set that captivated the audience. Bernie's voice, stage presence and music ability not only made a lasting impression on the patrons, but on the event promoters as well.  We will gladly have Bernie back on the festival bill in the future.”
 Dennis Argenzia - Artist Booker: LBBF 2009

Rancho Los Cerritos Historic Site 

Summer Concert Series (7/30/09) 

“It was an incredible evening”

“Just wanted to share that we had a RECORD crowd of 610 at tonight's concert! People were parked on Country Club Lane and beyond...and there was hardly any place to sit on the lawn! The Bernie Pearl Blues Band was phenomenal -- fabulous music. It was an incredible evening.”

Ellen Calomiris, Director, RLC

 

 

